Small Group Study Guides and Videos

		[bookmark: _Hlk123650042]Soarers and Explorers Topic: Pathways by Dr. Tony Evans
“God is always working for His purposes, in the lives of His people, even when it is hard to see His hand or His plan.” This biblical study is about the life of Esther.
Session 1: The Security of Sovereignty

	[image: PDF]
Download PDF
[image: Video]
Watch Video


	Session 2: Mile Markers

	[image: PDF]
Download PDF
[image: Video]
Watch Video
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		Game Changers (Virtual) Small Group Topic: Pathways by Dr. Tony Evans
“God is always working for His purposes, in the lives of His people, even when it is hard to see His hand or His plan.” This biblical study is about the life of Esther.
Session 1: The Security of Sovereignty
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Me, Myself and I AM (Every 2 weeks on Mon) - Topic: Hope for the Hurting by Dr. Tony Evans
“The challenges of life can leave us lost and drowning in their wake.  But Jesus said, ‘In the world you will have tribulations…’ He did not say we might have troubles and difficulties, but we will. In this study, spiritual principles for facing such pain and hurt with a biblical perspective, trusting that love and happiness are on the other side.”
[bookmark: _Hlk123809055]Session 1 	Coming to the Comforter
Session 2	Discovering the Treasure Within
Session 3	The Greatness of Grace
Session 4	Healing Through Humility 
Session 5	Come Get Your Rest
Session 6	Turning Bitter to Sweet
[bookmark: _Hlk123649339]Note:  To obtain a personal copy of the textbook, please contact the small group facilitator or visit the Discipleship office for more details. Also, the video links for this class will be sent to class participants only.



		[bookmark: _Hlk124326178][bookmark: _Hlk123650259]New Discoveries Topic: Finding I Am by Lysa TerKeurst
These sessions will explain how Jesus fully satisfies the Cry of Your Heart.
Session 1: I AM
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	Session 2: I AM the Bread of Life
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	Session 3: I AM the Light of the World
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	Session 4: I AM the Good Shepherd
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	Session 5: I AM the Resurrection and the Life
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	Session 6: I AM the True Vine
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Wounded Warriors (Every 2 weeks on Tue) Topic: Hope for the Hurting by Dr. Tony Evans
“The challenges of life can leave us lost and drowning in their wake.  But Jesus said, ‘In the world you will have tribulations…’ He did not say we might have troubles and difficulties, but we will. In this study, spiritual principles for facing such pain and hurt with a biblical perspective, trusting that love and happiness are on the other side.”
Session 1 	Coming to the Comforter
Session 2	Discovering the Treasure Within
Session 3	The Greatness of Grace
Session 4	Healing Through Humility 
Session 5	Come Get Your Rest
Session 6	Turning Bitter to Sweet
Note:  To obtain a personal copy of the textbook, please contact the small group facilitator or visit the Discipleship office for more details. Also, a video link will be distributed to members of this group only.
		Hymns and Hats Topic: Pathways by Dr. Tony Evans
“God is always working for His purposes, in the lives of His people, even when it is hard to see His hand or His plan.” This biblical study is about the life of Esther.
Session 1: The Security of Sovereignty
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	Session 5: Keep Going
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	Fresh Insights Topic: Finding I Am by Lysa TerKeurst
These sessions will explain how Jesus fully satisfies the Cry of Your Heart.
Session 1: I AM
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	Session 2: I AM the Bread of Life
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	Session 3: I AM the Light of the World
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	Session 4: I AM the Good Shepherd
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	Session 5: I AM the Resurrection and the Life
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	Session 6: I AM the True Vine
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                                       Iron Sharpeners Topic:  Kingdom Men by Dr. Tony Evans
“The absence of kingdom men brings chaos, destruction, and pain to our culture”

Session 1: Wanted: Kingdom Men
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Session 2: Greatness Is Your Destiny
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Session 3: Claim Your Territory
[image: PDF]
Download PDF

[image: Video]
Watch Video


Session 4: The Life of the Kingdom Man
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Session 5: The Home of the Kingdom Man
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Session 6: The Influence of the Kingdom Man
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                               Sure Grasp Topic:  Letters of the Revelation by D. A. Horton
This study explores the challenges, failures, expectation, and victories of the seven churches written to in Revelation.
Session 1: Ephesus: The Church Without Love
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Session 2: Smyrna: The Church was Persecuted
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Session 3: Pergamum and Thyatira: The Churches with Bad Reputations
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Session 4: The Church that fell asleep


Video
https://smallgroup.lifeway.com/video/09e484b7a768f4b1ed72f80081e2d5c98876be8dcc196ac9b2b7d36ff71049eaafd8623dae273a192e330625db3e640914cb19382c498f26e81983bc61bb7ad8ec1dfee3122583f28c9b3bd436af941cb9a84a8135695fb9aff1fc34b534b48cfe21893376a905f5c414a075d9204cb984c55e0fe05706faeee9b7bb73e2909405433ee83272b6baa47e8ebc77bac73e30b2f8b394380e889a045c78e8bb2f8bf9c4414d0742901708658d012162cd6003416524e62c721504de9b47545ed3cc243f40a0e002c04e46e032bff069df8138fa852147c489130ebfbce41a80ed

Session 5: Philadelphia: The Church That Endured
[image: PDF]
Download PDF
[image: Video]
Watch Video


image3.emf
A3557CE4-3187-4E8 F-969D-1715B2DC4291.pdf


A3557CE4-3187-4E8F-969D-1715B2DC4291.pdf


Page 1 of 6


Oak Valley Baptist Church
LETTERS OF THE REVELATION •  SARDIS: THE CHURCH THAT FELL ASLEEP� •


REVELATION 3:1-6; ROMANS 10:9-13 •  3/25/2023


MAIN POINT
We must stay alert to our tendency to fall asleep in our battle against sin.


INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.


In the video session, D.A. told a story about the time his mom asked him to do chores
while she was at work. He didn’t finish the chores, but tried to give the appearance
that he had. What is a job you don’t like doing and are sometimes tempted to do
halfway?


Have you ever been on the other end of it, where you asked someone to do
something but they only did it halfway? How do you feel when other people only
halfway do something you’re counting on?


Jesus told the saints in Sardis they had gone only halfway in their service for His kingdom,
covering up their unfinished work with a false veneer. They had done just enough good works to
look alive on the outside, but inside they were dead to sin.


WATCH THE SESSION 4 VIDEO.


UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.


INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ REVELATION 3:1.
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What are some outward signs or behaviors we tend to think equal a church that’s
“alive”? Do those things necessarily mean a church is actually full of spiritual life?
Explain.


If the outward works at Sardis were insufficient, what does this tell you Jesus most
examines and concerns Himself with in the lives of believers?


In what ways are you tempted to perform works that build your reputation? In what
ways are churches tempted to do the same? How do self-serving efforts lead to
death instead of life?


The world throws countless distractions at us that often keep us from focusing on the gospel.
Money. Success. Relationships. Entertainment. Comfort. Affirmation. Social media. None of
these things are sinful by themselves, but they’re no different from the fruit in the garden that
Satan used to tempt Adam and Eve. They exist to glorify God and give us joy, but if we let them
replace God, they poison our souls. In the end, they cause us to become spiritual zombies—
walking but dead.


INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ REVELATION 3:2-6.


What prescription did Jesus give the church in Sardis for their near death condition?


What warning did Jesus give the church if they didn’t wake up and strengthen their
faith?


Jesus intended this letter as an urgent spiritual wake-up call. The church at Sardis needed to
remember God’s blessings and repent of their failures. Otherwise, judgment would come swiftly
and severely. Twice in Sardis’s history, the city had been captured because it failed to watch out
for its enemies.


INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ ROMANS 10:9-13.


The confession of faith, something the church in Sardis was likely failing at, isn’t merely a
personal thing for believers. It’s a declaration to the world that Jesus is building His church, and
that the world is being reconciled to God. Christianity isn’t a private secret; it’s a public invitation
to confess that the risen Lord Jesus is alive and is making us alive with Him.


Why does Scripture emphasize our outward confession of faith in Christ? Why can’t
we simply believe privately in our hearts?
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In what ways do you shy away from outwardly confessing Jesus as Lord?


Jesus noted that a few saints in Sardis had stayed alert. They hadn’t fallen into a slumber and
forgotten their confession of Jesus. They were still on mission, still looking to Jesus above all
things.


Who in your life has been an example of keeping his or her eyes focused on Jesus,
even in imperfection and struggles?


Are people who are looking to you as an example of godliness hearing and seeing
your confession of Jesus as Lord? Why or why not?


APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.


What are some signs that should alert us that, spiritually, we are falling asleep?


Read Ephesians 6:10-18. How does this passage inform you about how you are to
stay alert for the battle?


How can we hold each other accountable to stay awake to the goodness of the
gospel?


PRAYER
Thank Jesus for knowing and caring more about your spiritual condition than about your earthly
reputation. Invite Him to give you the wake-up call you need to make you alert and ready for
faithfulness in every circumstance.


COMMENTARY
REVELATION 3:1-6


3:1. The risen Lord declared to the church in Sardis that he holds the seven spirits of God and the
seven stars. The life-giving Spirit was badly needed by the lifeless church in Sardis. What could
be more exciting in any era than for Christ to “bring his hands together” so that pastors are
overflowing with the Spirit? The church in Sardis received only criticism from Jesus. The only
other church similarly faulted is the seventh church, Laodicea. The complaint Christ lodges
against this church is that its reputation is faulty. Others may think this congregation is lively;
Christ knows (note again the I know) differently. The church is almost spiritually dead. A corpse







Page 4 of 6


may be beautiful, but it is still dead. In contemporary terms, the Sardis church was filled with
“nominal Christians.”


3:2-4. The urgent command Christ gives lies in a series of five verbs: wake up…strengthen…
remember…obey…repent. Foreign armies had captured the city of Sardis twice in its history
because of its failure to watch. The Christians of Sardis now have an opportunity to avoid a
parallel spiritual destiny. The church’s deeds appeared wonderful to those outside the church, but
they were not complete in the sight of … God Christ did not accuse them of heresy, but neither
had they offended Romans or unbelieving Jews. They were not being persecuted, but they had
offended God by emphasizing formality over reality. Part of the remedy was for this church to
remember its glorious past, when it had been spiritually alive. When the Christians at Sardis were
converted, they had received something important. While surely they had received the gospel,
they had also received the Holy Spirit of life. They had forgotten about the Spirit’s work. They
must repent of their neglect of the Spirit and obey the command to “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph.
5:18).


Christ had threatened to judge the unloving Ephesian church by removing its lampstand if it did
not repent (2:5). He had promised to judge the heretical teachers in Pergamum by fighting with
his sword against them if they did not repent. Now he threatens to judge the lifeless church of
Sardis by coming against them like a thief at an unexpected time. Some interpreters believe this
refers to Christ’s second coming, which is often said to be like a thief (Matt. 24:43; Luke 12:39; 1
Thess. 5:2; 2 Pet. 3:10; Rev. 16:15). However, in this context the “coming” of the Lord to judge will
take place only if the church does not repent. The second advent of Christ is not conditional.
Thus, just as the city of Sardis had succumbed to unexpected military attack, so the church of
Sardis will be visited by Christ’s judgment—if it does not change.


Is it possible for a “dead orthodox” church to change? In the case of Sardis, the answer was
“yes” because a few people had remained faithful. They had not soiled their clothes by
assuming that the appearance of true religion can substitute for the reality. Christ does not ask
these faithful few to leave the nominal majority but to maintain their presence as a witness.
They may have a difficult time doing so, but Christ commends them as worthy of special praise.
They will appear dressed in white one day, revealed as truly righteous. Their righteousness was
not the appearance but the reality, because they “washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14). Their righteousness was based on Christ’s death for them, which
resulted in righteous living.


3:5-6. Verse 5 mentions he who overcomes; verse 6 refers to the one who has an ear. These
elements are repeated in all seven letters, as well as the reference to what the Spirit says to the
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churches (see discussion at 2:7). These overcomers from all ages and all churches will be
dressed in white just as the faithful few in Sardis will be clothed. The symbol of God’s divine
ledger goes back as far as Exodus 32:33—“The Lord replied to Moses, ‘Whoever has sinned
against me I will blot out of my book.’ ” In the present text, Christ specifies his commitment to the
overcomers with a negative and positive promise. First, their names will never be blotted from
the book of life. Second, their names will be acknowledged before my Father and his angels.
Both of these symbolize eternal life. In ancient times, all citizens of a city might be listed in the
“citizenship registry.” To be erased from such a book would mean one was not (or no longer) a
citizen. All those who were citizens had the right to be announced or acknowledged before the
king and his court.


Overcomers demonstrate their righteousness in this life by confessing Christ faithfully before a
hostile world through the help of the Spirit of God. In their heavenly existence Christ will
faithfully confess them before the very angels of God. Jesus had made an identical promise
during his earthly ministry. “I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will
also acknowledge him before the angels of God” (Luke 12:8).


ROMANS 10:9-13


For a Jew to confess “Jesus is Lord” would be to ascribe deity to Jesus of Nazareth, the very
source of the Jewish outrage that led to his crucifixion in Jerusalem. There is no mistaking
Paul’s intent in formalizing the requirement for salvation when speaking of a Jewish nation
locked in unbelief (though the same formula of faith existed for Gentiles; see 1 Cor. 12:3; Phil.
2:11). Jesus was the “stone” which Israel had stumbled over just twenty-five years earlier in
Jerusalem, the stone that was still squarely in the middle of their path. But confessing Jesus is
Lord is not the whole gospel. In fact, it is the outward, public manifestation of a heart-held belief.
Thus comes the other half of the word of faith, affirmation that Christ had indeed been
resurrected from the dead. The resurrection was an essential part of apostolic preaching in the
early days of the gospel ministry and became a central part of Paul’s teaching to the churches. It
is interesting to compare the apostle Paul’s consistent emphasis upon the resurrection as a
validating factor for the Christian faith. Indeed, if there is no resurrection, there is no Christianity.


What the heart believes, the mouth confesses. Belief and confession are like faith and works—
the truly saved will always ultimately manifest a complementary expression of their new life in
Christ. Faith can give way immediately to confession as it did with the apostle Paul (Acts 9:20-
22), or it may come slowly as with some Jewish leaders who believed in Jesus but were bound
by fear (John 12:42). Ultimately, however, Jesus Himself indicates that confession of our faith is
a requirement, even in the face of impending persecution (Matt. 10:32-33). Paul’s language here
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has confused some people over what one must do to be saved. Ultimately, there is only one
thing: believe (Gen. 15:6). But here Paul says two “things” must be done: confess that Jesus is
Lord and believe in the resurrection. But other passages would suggest that repentance, baptism,
being born again, entering the kingdom, and having faith are all required. They are and they are
not. They are in the sense that every true Christian will have done them all. They are not unless
the one element—faith—is present.


Paul’s paralleling of justification with salvation is not a word game or a play on words. We are
justified by our belief in the person and work of Christ (represented here by the resurrection), but
we are saved—confirmed in our faith and carried to the portals of the kingdom of God—by the
outworking of our faith (here represented by confession). One cannot choose justification
(belief) without salvation (confession), or vice versa. Unless God’s providence directs otherwise
(witness the thief), the normal Christian life is lived under the power of both. Finally, Paul comes
full circle on his quotation from Isaiah 28:16 in Romans 9:33 by citing again the last part of
verse 16. To stumble over the stone which is Christ is to fall into unbelief; to embrace the stone
(believe and confess) is to have security forever.


10:12-13. Paul has finished comparing righteousness by the law with righteousness by faith.
The evidence is that, just as in the Old Testament when God made His will readily available to
Israel so that they might embrace it and live by it, so God has made His will available “today.”
And His will for everyone, Jew and Gentile, is faith in Christ. Here Paul concludes with a promise
from the Old Testament, from Joel 2:32.


Given Paul’s clear teaching that all, without exception, have sinned (Rom. 3:23, it is only
consistent that God’s salvation should come to all (Rom. 3:22). Remembering that the mission
of Israel was to receive salvation from God and then be “a light for the Gentiles” (Isa. 42:6; 49:6;
Luke 2:32; Acts 13:47; 26:23) also substantiates the expansion of Joel’s prophecy to include the
Gentiles. This is another example of the Old Testament prophets not fully realizing the extent of
what they wrote, which necessitated the revealing of the mystery of Jews and Gentiles being
brought together in one body.
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