LESSON OUTLINES &

DrscussloN ouEsTloNs
sEssloN #1

.,WHO AND WHAT
IS THE WORLD''

Oak Valley Baptist Church
EXPRESSING GOD'S LOVE TO THE WORLD
1 JOHN 2:15-17;JOHN

.

WHO AND WHAT IS THE WORLD? .

3:16

.

9/19/2021

MAIN POINT
We chase after the world which cannot fulfill us, so Jesus came into the world to save us from it

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

When was a time in recent memory when you were misled by a false promise?
What was the most diff¡cult and painful part of this deception?

As a believer, how do you respond when promises or expectations don't match up

with reality?
Many of us enjoy fairy tales and fantasy stories. ln part, we enjoy these fìctions because we are
inclined toward escapism. Fairytales often give us the escape we are looking for. They give us

the romanticism and sensationalism we desire. But the real world isn't like that. A fairytale
pursuit is really a worldly pursuit. Many of us have fairytale expectations when it comes to
marriage, family, and our future. Yet when real life does not líve up to our high expectations, we
feel mislead, deceived by a false promise. We must understand that the world cannot fulfill us;
only Jesus can.

UN DERSTAN DING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particulartopic.
I

I

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 JOHN 2:15-17.
What exactly is John referring to when he says "the world"?
What does it mean to not love anything in the world? ls that even possible? Explain.
Why can love for the Father and love for the world not coexist?

ln what ways have you seen your love of the world hinder your love for the things of
God?
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How do you balance being in the world but not loving the things of the world above
God?
It is important we understand that when John wrote "the world" he was not speaking about our

planet, with its 7 continents, 196 countries, andT billion people. The world referred to in this
verse is the world that competes against God. John was not asserting that we must not love the
people in the world. lnstead, John was expressing that we must not love any worldly thing in
God's place. We must not allow any worldly thing to press God out.

How would you describe your current struggles with the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, or the pride of life?
The lust of the flesh relates to our longings for what is forbidden. O¡ perhaps, it may indicate an
overindulgence in that which is permissible, such as overeating or over-shopping. The lust of the
eyes speaks to our envy. Many of us learn from a young age to covet the biggest, nicest, newest

things and we often use these items as status symbols, as ways of displaying our worth. Then
there is the pride of life, which is a reference to our selfrsh ambition for applause and
recognition. When we allow ourselves to be led by these impulses in hopes of living fairy tale
lives, we begin living shallow stories and undoubtedly discover that the things of this world fail

to deliver and leave us brokenhearted.
How are the desires of the world contrasted with the will of God in this verse?

John makes it clear in this passage that our worldly accomplishments will pass away from
existence and fade away from all memory. Howeve¡ those of us who abandon the unreal ideals
of fairy tales in favor of surrendering our lives to God's will are stepping out of the realm of
temporary accomplishments and into the realm of God's eternal story. God has wired us for
bigger better story-one that never ends-a true, happily forever after.
I

I

a

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JoHN 3:16
What stands out to you about God in this passage? About what He wants you to do?
What does it mean to believe in Jesus? Why is this so important?

John 3:16 is one of the most quoted and used verses in the Bible; it shows up on posters at
sporting events and bumper stickers on our highways. lts widespread use comes because of the
richness of its content. When we consider it in light of missions, we see the motivation we have
for telling others about Christ. God's love transformed us because He sent Christ down to die for
us.
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Considering 1 John 2:15-17, why should John 3:16 motivate us to tellpeople about
Jesus?
How does the cross transform you and transform culture? How is it different than the

worldly things that are meant to bring transformation?
God paid a huge price by sending His only Son, Jesus, to bring eternal life for those who believe
Eternal life is frrst and foremost about a relationship with Him. This good news and message

about Christ is the message that we take to others because in Him alone can they frnd eternal
life.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives

What would you say to a Christian who is still chasing after worldly pursuits?
How does knowing that God's promise of a "forever after" change how you view the

world?

PRAYER
Ask God to help you as you let go of the world that competes with Him. Thank Him for sharing
His "forever after" with you.

COMMENTARY
I r loHrrr 2is-17
The world in this context refers to the attitudes and values that disregard God or are blatantly
against God. lt certainly does not refer to God's natural creation or even humanity (we are to love
the people in the world for whom Christ died, as God does, John 3:16), but to that part of human
affairs that are under the authority of the devil. We love the people of the world, but we do not
love the sinful attitudes and values they may embrace. lf we love the world, we are not loving
God. We cannot love the world and love God at the same time. This interpretation is

strengthened by James 4'.4,"Friendship with the world is enmity with God."
The reason we are not to love the world is that the world's values are in opposition to God. The
desires of the flesh are the sinful interests and desires that draw us away from God. The desires
of the eyes refers to sinful desires that corrupt us. The pride in possessions refers to the
arrogance and pride that can overtake us as we try to "get ahead of the Joneses" and when we
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rely on ourselves rather than God for our material possessions and worldly positions. These

values are foolish for two reasons. First, they do not come from the Father. Therefore, they
interfere with our fellowship with the Father. Second, we are all going to die, and what we are

living for will come to nothing.

JOHN 3:16

John 3:16 presents the heart of the gospel. First, it shows that God takes the initiative in
salvation and that He saves us through His Son. Eternal life comes not because of anything we
3:1 6.

do. Salvation is given as a free gift on the basis of what God has done for us. He, howeve;
requires us to make a choice. People are responsible for their believing.
Second, God's motive is love (agape). This love has three specialtraits: (1) lt stems completely

from God's own character. (2) Agape means an unselfrsh concern for the welfare of another. (3)
Agape is active. lt is not passive sentiment. ln "so loved," "so" most often is taken as a term of
degree, meaning "so much." But the Greek word houtos is often used as an adverb of manne[
meaning "in this way." God showed His love for the world by what He did. He gave His only,
totally unique, Son.
Third, God's purpose is 1o give eternal life. Eternal does not simply mean "unending." ln his
Gospel, John used the term eternal life to describe a special kind or quality of life. While this life

indeed is unending, the emphasis falls on the new quality of life that Jesus makes available. ln
contrast, those who refuse to receive this gift of life by believing in Jesus will perish. The term
translated perish conveys the idea of experiencing destruction or ruin. God's gift of His Son is
indeed the supreme example of love.
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LESSON OUTLINES &
DISCUSSION AUESTIONS

sEsstoN #2

..JUDGING THE SINNER
AND NOT THE SIN''

Oak Valley Baptist Church
EXPRESSING GOD'S LOVE TO THE WORLD .
HOW TO JUDGE THE SIN AND NOT THE SINNER

.

1 CORINTHIANS

5:1.13 10/3/2021

MAIN POINT
Out of love for one anothel believers should judge sin and hold each other to discipline and

accountability.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What was the most trouble you got into as a child? How did your parents discipline
you for your behavior? What did their discipline teach you?
What role do you think the church should play in disciplining its members?
Discipline was not the most pleasant experience as it happened. But in retrospect, we can see

that our parents' discipline made us into the people we are today. Discipline teaches right from
wrong; it teaches us hard work and grace. The church disciplines members to preserve the health
of the body.

UN DERSTAN DING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic

I Hnvr

A voLUNTEER READ 1 coRtNTHIANS 5:1-s.

Why does Paul react so strongly about the immoral brother in the Corinthian church?

What does he tellthem to do?
What shocked Paul more-the sin or the church's attitude toward the sin? What

shocked the church at Corinth?
What wrong attitude did the Corinthians have (v.2)? What attitude did Paulthink they

should have?
Paul connected lack of church discipline to arrogance within the corporate body (v. 6). They were
so consumed with inflated pride that they were blinded to the most offensive sins within the

church-sins that even pagans in Roman Corinth would not tolerate.
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How could "handing this man over to Satan" (v. S) actually be for his good? Why

might isolation and a lack of spiritual support drive people to genuine repentance?
How can we regain our capacity to be shocked? What will we face in this world if we
allow sin to shock us?

for us inside the church is becoming just like those outside the church. The
church has taken a lot of heat for being fìlled with hypocrites. Yes, we are all sinners, but when
we begin acting in ways that turn people outside the church off to the God we follow there's a
One big danger

big problem.
What is the difference in dealing biblically with sin in the Christian community and
becoming judgmental?
I

I

HAVE ANOTHER VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 5:6-8.
From the yeast imagery, what is Paul's concern about allowing this situation to go on
without discipline?
What did Paul propose the Corinthian church do to fix their pride issue? What does
Jesus' death do for our struggle with sin?
How does reflecting on the gospel impact the way we approach our sinfulness and

church discipline?
Paul offered a threefold solution to this corporate arrogance: (1) remember what Jesus did to
deliver them from death, (2) acknowledge that Jesus rendered them clean, and (3) live in

sincerity and truth. Reflecting on Christ's work of reconciliation in our lives reminds us of our
need to repent of sins and our reliance on His grace.
I

I

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 5:9-13.
What standards does Paul give for relating to those outside the church versus those
inside the church? Why is there a difference?
What happens when a church is more concerned with judging those outside the
church than evaluating its own behavior and motives? Are you more lenient toward
Christians or non-Christians? Why?

The church-versus-world distinction is key in this discussion. We aren't to hold those who don't
know Christ to the standards of Christ (v 10) God will do this, but we shouldn't. lf we are going
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to reach people who are far from God, then we can't boot them from community because they
have sin. We are, however, supposed to disassociate with "anyone who bears the name of
brother" (v 1 1) who is unwilling to deal with ongoing sin.
How would you feel if you were hearing this letter read at Corinth and were one of the

sexually immoral church members? What about if you were the one who had to do
the casting out? What must we do regardless of how we feel?

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What is our responsibility when we see Christian friends not dealing with their sin?
What are the dangers we should be on guard against when it comes to church

discipline?

lf we failto practice this tough teaching and refuse to hold church members
accountable for their actions, what do we risk happening in our church?

PRAYER
Pray each person in your group will take sin seriousl¡ both in their own lives and in each other's

lives. Pray for honest reflection, then confession and repentance.

COMMENTARY
1 CORINTHIANS 5:1-1 3

5:1. The sin of divisions within the Corinthian church was not the only problem reported to Paul.
A scandalous immoral relationship existed among the members of the Corinthian church. Paul
preached the need for sexual purity in response to salvation. ln his absence a serious case of

immorality emerged and the leadership of the Corinthian church failed to respond. Paul rebuked
the church for their lack of moral indignation and response to the sinner who was a professing
Christian.
5:2. Paul did not address the sinner. The sin was obvious, public, and scandalous. He focused

his criticism on the congregation that ignored the sinner's conduct. They should have been filled
with grief, both for the sinner who had f allen into sin and for the reputation of the church that
was suffering because of the scandal. lnstead of grief, they were filled with pride. Pride fails to
admit wrong, allowing the members to tolerate the sinner and continue to treat him as a brother
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in good standing. They appeared unaware or unconcerned about what the scandal was doing to
their church.
5:3. As an apostolic judge, Paul issued a "judicial

opinion"-a banishment of the offender but
with a view toward ultimate restoration. Taking up the language of a legal trial, he used at least
10 legal idioms in these verses. Beginning with the phrase I have already decided . . . as though
were present (literally "l have judged as one who is present"), Paul's terms echoed the language

I

from secular courts.
5:4-5. Paul declared that the assembled corporate body was capable of judging the offender in

the name of their Lord because he, as an apostle, had already rendered his legal decision as
though he were present. Paul's legal perspective on this case would have supported the church
body that possessed the authority of the Lord Jesus to render a decision on this sin. They had
the authority to remove him (2:2) f rom their midst for the destruction of the flesh. This may refer

to physicaljudgments such as sickness or even death (11:30). lf the person were a true believer
banishment to Satan's domain would cause misery and possibly repentance. Paul expressed
hope for the guilty person's ultimate restoration with the legal phrase, so that his spirit may be
saved in the Day of the Lord (Rom. 2:6,9).
5:6. Boasting within the corporate body gives rise to tolerance of corporate sins (see also v. 2,

"inflated with pride"). The yeast of arrogant hypocrisy had spread throughout the Corinthian
batch of dough.
5:7-8. With a wordplay on the expression Christ our Passover; Paul offered a threefold solution to

this corporate arrogance: (1) their recognition of what Christ as their Passover did to deliver them
from death; (2) their acknowledgment that Christ as their Passover rendered them clean
(unleavened) before the Lord; and (3) their remembrance that as they observed Christ as the
Passover, they were to purge their household of malice and evil to celebrate with sincerity and

truth.
5:9. Paul reminded the Corinthian church how they should respond to immorality and other sins

from Paul's mention of a previous letter that 1 Corinthians was not the
first correspondence he had with the church. Paul had previously addressed these issues in a
letter that has not been preserved. He had given them a command not to associate with sexually
immoral people, but they had misunderstood what he meant.
in the church. lt is evident

5:1 0. When

Paul referred to sexually immoral people, he did not intend for the believers to avoid

business or social contacts with unbelievers (this world's immoral people). To separate from
such people would mean Christians would have to leave the world. Paul referred to normal
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associations but not entanglements such as marriage, business partnerships, and other ties that
he would forbid as unwise involvements with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14). Paul included the greedy
. . swindlers, and idolaters as examples of sinners who

fall under the general category of

immorality. He wanted to make sure the church understood that sexual sins were not the only
sins that needed to be addressed by the church.
5:11. lt was not unbelievers that Paul commanded Corinthian Christians not to associate with,
but fellow church members involved in unrepentant sin. Paul said they should avoid anyone who
bears the name of brother, meaning any fellow Christian. He added those with reputations as a
reviler or drunkard to the list of sinful behaviors. A reviler can be someone who insults or

slanders others (1 Cor. 4:12) and is the opposite of someone who blesses others. He described
the separation to include a prohibition of having a meal with such a person. This would certainly
include the communal meals and observance of the Lord's Supper (11:17-26).
5:12-13. Paul told the Corinthian church that they were not responsible to judge outsiders,
meaning unbelievers. He assured them God would judge unbelievers. Christians have an

obligation to judge those who are inside, referring to professing Christians. lf Christians will not
respond to correction, they are to be put away. ln the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus warned
against hypocritical judgments (Matt. 7:1-5). We must judge ourselves before making judgments
about others. Our judgments should be guided by love and a desire to help others. Spiritual
Christians are obligated to apply biblical principles to others to help them and to maintain the
reputation of the local church.
Paul's instructions should not be misinterpreted or misapplied. Paul is not referring to a Christian
brother or sister who is struggling with sin and asking for help. These individuals are to be

spiritually restored by those who are spiritually mature (Gal. 6:1). Paul addressed Christians who
refuse to acknowledge serious, sinful conduct. The Corinthian man who lived with his father's
wife refused to admit he was doing anything wrong. He wanted to be treated as if the situation
were normal. Paul said this kind of sinner needs discipline and, if necessary exclusion from the
fellowship of the church, with the hope that the exclusion would lead to repentance and
restoration to church fellowship.
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LESSON OUTLINES &

DrscusstoN auEsTtoNs
sEssroN #3

..DO

GOOD PEOPLE
GO TO HELL?"

Oak Valley Baptist Church
EXPRESSING GOD'S LOVE TO THE WORLD

.

DO ''GOOD PEOPLE'' GO TO HELL? .

LUKE 6:43-45; LUKE 18:18-19

'

10/17/2021

MAIN POINT
No one is good and gets to heaven by his or her works.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

feel like you have to perform to get people to approve of you or love you?
ln what kinds of situations are you most likely to feelthat way (i.e., parenting, work,
friendships, etc.)?
Do you ever

Does that need for performance-approvalever bleed over into your relationship with
God?

lf so, what does that indicate about the way you view God's love?

What in your current life or your past might contribute to the belief that you have to

perform in order for God to love you?
firm belief in God's unchanging love is essential for us to move forward spiritually. Until we
truly believe God loves us, apart from our performance, our spiritual lives will be stagnant. Well
constantly try to prove ourselves to God. This stems from the false notion that good people
won't go to hell because they bring forth good things. Fortunately, the gospel helps us see that
we are free from this lie because of what Jesus has done on our behalf. No one is good and gets
to heaven by work. That's why we must witness to good people as if they are sinners like
A

everyone else.

UN DERSTAN DIN G
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

I asx A voLUNTEER To READ LUKE 6:4J-4s.
According to verses 43-44, what is impossible? How does this principle relate to life
in Christ?
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Based on the rest of Jesus'teachings and earthly ministry, what did He mean by the
phrases, "the good person" and "the evil person"? Did He mean that you're a good

person if you do good things and an evil person if you do bad things? Did He mean
that a Christian will never sin again? Explain.
ln verse 45, Jesus mentioned the heart. What does the heart have to do with it?

Jesus said we "will be known by" our "fruit." Does that statement encourage you,
worry you, or elicit some other feeling? Explain.
ln Luke 6, Jesus delved into our inner character. Were all sinners who deserve God's judgment
but are offered His grace (Romans 3:19-24). God holds all of us to the same standard, and we all
fall short of ¡t. Still, His presence in the lives of those who walk with Him miraculously
overcomes the sinful nature.
To explain, Jesus compared people to fruit-bearing trees. The type of fruit a person's life

produces is determined by the type of tree, or "person," he or she is. ln this context, good fruit can
be understood as a life consistent with the righteous standards Jesus taught, with life in Him. lt
is through our actions and our character-the fruit we produce-that other people see Jesus in
us.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ LUKE 1B:18-23
How did the rich young ruler see himself?
The rich young ruler was telling Jesus that he viewed himself as having been good, moral, and
religiously diligent all his life. Howeve¡ in spite of his best efforts to please God, the man knew

that something was missing; he did not have eternal life. He felt this so strongly that he
humiliated himself in a desperate attempt to find out the answer.
How does Jesus' response compare with the world's general ideas about salvation?

ln spite of Jesus' demands of the man, could eternal life be gained only by selling
everything? Why or why not? What is the relationship between selling one's
possessions and following Jesus?
Have you ever had the sense there was always just one more thing to do to get your

"spiritual life" right? Why do we have the tendency to feelthis way? What does this
reveal about our theology?
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0n the surface, Jesus seemed to be saying the man could earn eternal life by keeping the
Commandments. Most of us know that salvation is received only by grace through faith, not by
works (Eph. 2:8-9). Howeve¡ our works are a lot easier to measure and we still have a tendency
to try to impress God. Contrary to how it sounds, Jesus wasn't saying that selling his
possessions would earn the man favor with God. He knew this young rule/s heart. Jesus knew
that what stood between this man and a relationship with Him was the priority of his
possessions and his personal identity in them. He earnestly wanted the man to commit himself

to God totally.
ln Mark 10:21, Mark wrote that Jesus loved the man before He commanded the man
to take the necessary steps toward following Him. why is this significant?
Do you believe Jesus loves you even before you

follow Him? Do you ever feel He is
judging your performance-that He'll love you more if you do better?
How would you describe people who live consistently in the truth that Jesus' love for
them precedes anything they might do for Him?
When we put the love of God after the command, we wind up bitter and frustrated because of
what we have to give up. But Jesus loves us fìrst, and this makes all the difference. The

command to sell everything and follow Jesus is not to merit Jesus' love, but in response to it.
Jesus' command was rooted in His love. ln essence He was saying, "You will not experience the
fulljoy of trusting in God until you come to me empty handed, 'poor in spirit,- like the little
children in Luke 1815-17.
What might be standing in the way of your following Jesus fully?

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives

How has the idea that there are "good people" impacted your witness?
How would you respond to someone who believes they will go to Heaven because
they are a good person?

PRAYER
Thank Jesus for His grace in your life. Thank Him that His work on the cross does the work of
salvation that you never could do. Ask Him to help you combat the lie that good people won't go

to hell because they do good things in your own life, particularly in the way you relate to other
people who may be "good" but living and dying without the Savior.
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COMMENTARY
I r-urr

6:43-4s

trees-old trees, limbs just barely hanging on, leaves dried
and withered, infested with bugs. What kind of fruit do you expect from trees like these? Then
look at the strong tree-limbs rising to the sky, loaded with beautiful green leaves, no bugs in
sight. What kind of fruit will you look for on these trees? Now look in the mirror again. What kind
of fruit do you expect from what you see there? Do you have a spiritual mirror to look at
yourself? Does God's Word reflect back at you the kind of person you are and the kind of fruit
you are bearing? You must fit some category. Fig tree or thornbush, grapevine or brier?
Go to the orchards. Look at the fruit

Listen carefully to fellow believers. Study God's Word diligently. Find out what category you are
in. Get the real picture of the real you. Want to know what kind of person you are? Listen to

yourself. God has a spiritual rule. You are what your heart is. An evil heart produces evil results. A
good heart produces good results. How do you know what the heart is producing? Listen to the
mouth. Your daily conversation issues from your heart.

LUKE 18:18-23

18:18. A Jewish civil administrator interrupted Jesus with a question. The question centers on

the divisive point between the two leading groups of Jews, the Pharisees and Sadducees.
Sadducees, using only the first five books of the Old Testament, found in these books no
reference to resurrection, so they denied that resurrection of the dead was possible. Pharisees,

following all three parts of the Jewish canon-Law, Prophets, and Writings-saw definite proof of
resurrection in Daniel 12:2 and many other references, particularly in the Psalms and lsaiah. Was
this administrator trying to get Jesus to take sides, or was he searching for certain hope in his
own life? Luke does not give us his motivation, just the question. This man called Jesus "good
teacher." This represents a common politeness of speech and recognition to some degree of
Jesus'role as an intelligent, caring teacher.
18:19. Jesus caughtthe man's attention by challenging his description of Jesus as good. Only

one person can be truly good. That is God. Thus, unknowingly, the administrator had linked
Jesus to God. Jesus caught the link and brought it out into the open. He repeated traditional
Jewish theology in confessing that God alone is good. ln so doing, Jesus did not affirm or deny
His own claim to deity. Luke expected his readers, howeveç to see the link that Jesus made and

to affirm the obvious-that Jesus, being good, was also God.
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18:20. Jesus turned to the source of authority that all Jews accepted-the Law the Torah of

Moses. He quoted part of the Ten Commandments from Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5.
18''21. The man with the question also had a personal testimony. He had rigorously obeyed all

the commandments since youth. We must not quibble with his answer at this point and try to
point out that all have sinned. That is not under discussion here. Here the issue is obedience and
eternal life. This Jew apparently thought on the criteria of his religion that he deserved eternal
life, but internally he felt something missing.
18:22-23. Jesus had the answer. He returned to the theme that He had addressed so

often-

wealth and dedication. Do you trust possessions more than you trust God? He asked the man.
Are you trying to put your trust in both possessions and God at the same time? Can you live
without your possessions but cannot live without your God? Sell your possessions and find out
(see 6:45; 12:13-21, 33; 16:13). These words cut to the quick. Jesus had found the man's weak

spot. He had great riches and evidently trusted in them to make life meaningful and hopeful.
Grief and mourning set in. There was no way he could give up his money, even for God's
kingdom.
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LESSON OUTLINES &
DISCUSSION AUESTIONS

sEssroN #4

..LOVING THE LGBTQ
COMMUNITY''

Oak Valley Baptist Ghurch
EXPRESSING GOD'S LOVE TO THE WORLD

.

LOVING THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY .

1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-1 1; GALATIANS 3:28; ACTS 10:28

.

10/31/2021

MAIN POINT
Despite the societal pressure to approve of homosexuality, we must maintain a biblical view of

marriage and speak grace and truth into a culture that desperately needs to hear it.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.
Why do you think LGBTQ issues have become so prevelant? Do you agree with gay

marriage? Why or why not?
Do you have any friends who are LGBTQ? Are they Christians? Describe the nature

of

your relationship with them?
ls there anything you could do differently to minister to members of the LGBTQ

community?
Theres been a lot of talk about same sex marriage in the news over the last several years, and a

lot of Christians have been left reeling at how quickly the culture has shifted around us. Like

a

traveller who looks around and fìnds themselves in unfamiliar surroundings, we might wonder
how did we get here? Even so, we have a responsibility before men and God to be faithful in our
witness for Christ. Despite the societal pressure to approve of LGBTQ+ lifestyles, we must

maintain a biblical view of marriage and speak grace and truth into a culture that desperately
needs to hear it.

UN DERSTAN DING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-11

ls homosexuality greater than any other sin? How is it different from any other sin?
ls homosexuality an unforgivable sin?
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According to this text, no sin is unforgivable. Paul is very clear that people who are characterized
by these behaviors-homosexuality, reviling, swindling, greed, and all the rest in the

list-will not

enter the kingdom of God. That means that if your life is marked by continual, unrepentant sin,

you won't spend eternity with Jesus.
But he gives such wonderful news in verse 11.
Why might it be important for us to remember who we were before coming to Christ
(v. 11)?
Why might doing so be particularly important when sharing the gospelwith people in

the LGBTQ+ community?
Paul leads off saying,'And some of you used to be like this." The Corinthians were engaging in
homosexual behavior. They were swindlers. They were greedy. They were adulterers. They were

idolaters...Buttheywere"washed...sanctified...justifiedinthenameoftheLordJesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God." They were forgiven, made clean from their sins, and set free

to live a life in pursuit of Jesus. Paul says herethatthere is no sin too big forJesus.
ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ GALATIANS 3:27-29.
ls this teaching of Paul's something entirely neq or is it something that is in the Bible

from the beginning (See Genesis 1:26-27)?
What are the limits to the application of this passage?
Paul's teaching here is not something that is entirely new because of the New Covenant which

Christ instituted. Like many things in the Old Testament, the teaching of Christ shed more light
on subjects that were a little more difficult under the Mosaic law. The Lord never meant for
certain people to be treated as lesser than others. Every human being bears His image. Here in

this passage, Paul teaches us that it doesn't matter what race, economic status, or sex one is,
those of us in Christ will share the same inheritance.
This does not mean that Greeks are no longer Greeks or that men are no longer men. Paul simply
means that we are equal in importance and that we will have the same inheritance. Some will be
pastors and others will be mechanics, but both will share equally in the reward that Christ won

for us.
ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ ACTS 10:17-33
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The passage does not explicitly say so, but one or more of the men sent by Cornelius
(v. 7) were likely Gentiles. ln verse 23, what did Peter do for these guests? Why is this
significant?
We cannot with certainty know how much Peter grasped at the time. Howeve[ we can observe

his obedience to the Lord. God directed Peter to go downstairs and accompany the men because
God Himself had sent them. ln the meantime, Peter responded to the Holy Spirit's prompting by

inviting these men into the house and gave them lodging, which was not common between Jews
and Gentiles. His obedience to God trumped His cultural assumptions.
What are some of the excuses we make when we are challenged to cross a barrier

with the gospel?
As the visitors placed Cornelius in the most favorable light possible, they identified his rank in

the ltalian Regiment (Acts 10:1) and raved about his good reputation with the whole Jewish
nation. Hardly nominal in his religious practice, Cornelius had demonstrated a God-fearing
lifestyle through his praying and almsgiving (v. 2). Nevertheless, he had not submitted to

circumcision and thereby had not fully accepted Judaism. The three men also spoke about the
angel's visit with Cornelius, who had instructed the centurion to call on Peter in Joppa to hear a

message from him.
How is God preparing you to take the next step in following His call or joining Him in
His work?
LGBTQ+ issues are at the forefront of our world. How might believers respond if we

saw these situations not just as political issues, but as ministry opportunities?

Just like Peteí we should not wait for our feelings to change before we obey God's commands.
Obedience comes first. Obedience often requires that we step outside our comfort zones.
Changing your behavior and beginning to interact with others in order to seek the best for them
is a sign of obedience to Christ. This is easy with people who are very much like us, but it also
applies to those whom we do not understand or possibly do not even like.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

As we think about LGBTQ+ issues from a biblical perspective, we have to discuss how

to respond. How do we maintain a faithfulwitness in the face of incredible pressure
to conform what we believe?
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How should the dignity of God's image in every human being impact the way we

relate to others this week?

PRAYER
Thank God that He frees us from the power of sin through the work of Jesus. Thank Him that
there is no sin that can't be forgiven. Pray that we would respond biblically to the culture's
pressure to conform to an affirming view of samesex marriage and that God would use us to

speak grace and truth into the lives of members of the homosexual community. Pray that God

would open the eyes of the blind and they would gain sight-that they would have their sins
forgiven and would be washed and made new in Jesus Christ.

COMMENTARY
I r conrr.rrHrANS

6:9-11

Believers should not be deceived into thinking that unbelieving judges (the unrighteous) and their

slap-on-the-wrist verdicts about serious sin can render justice in the church. These people have
no inheritance in God's kingdom. Only believers, who are washed... sanctifred, and justified, can
rightly judge sins (v. 1). Paul's Corinthian readers would also take this admonition as a cause for
asking themselves if their behavior matched that of "the unrighteous" or that of the "washed,"
the "sanctified," and the'Justifìed."

GALATIANS 3:27-29

3.27 On baptized into Christ, see Rm 6.3-4. On put on Christ, see Eph 4:20-24; Col 3:9-1 0. Paul
used the image of a person emerging from the water after being baptized to put on new clothes
3:28 The equality and unity spoken of here is of a spiritual nature- in Christ. Paul had just
discussed at length that the Jew has no spiritual advantage over the Greek (Gentile), and now he
says the same equality is true for social and gender distinctions. No one people group or gender
is to be exalted above others.

3.29To beAbraham'sseedisthesamethingasbeinghis"sons" (v.7),butnowtheadditional
element of being heirs is introduced, previewing 4:7 (Rm B:15-17).
ACTS 10:17-33
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10:19-20. Whereas an angel had communicated with Cornelius, it was the Holy Spirit who spoke

to Peter after the Lord had granted him the vision. Alternation between the Spirit and an angel as
communicative agents occurs elsewhere (8:26,29).
10:24. When God moves powerfully in a person's life, one natural response is to call relatives and

close friends together to share the experience with them. ln this case, it helped to multiply the

impact of Peter's radical message of hope.
10:25-26. When Cornelius fell at Peter's feet, and worshiped him, Peter protested that he too was

merely a man. The apostles always sought to glorify God, not themselves.
10:'28. The vision God gave Peter taught him

that cleanliness standards barring Jews from
associating with Gentiles had become obsolete. lt is hard to overestimate the seismic change
this represented for Peter's worldview.
10:33. By saying they had all gathered before God, to hear everything God commanded Peter to
say or do, Cornelius showed the childlike openness Jesus asked of His disciples (Lk 18:1 5-17).
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LOVING TROUBLED YOUTH AND FAMILIES

PROVERBS 22:6;23:13-14; EPHESIANS

6:4 .

'

11/14/2021

MAIN POINT
Adults must grow in the wisdom of God and teach His wisdom to youth.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What are some lessons or skills you learned from an influential adult in your life
when you were growing up?
What are some things a parent or other adult wanted to teach you but you were

unwilling to learn?
Parents and other adults share with youth their instructions, life lessons, experiences, and

wisdom. Generall¡ adults who are active in the lives of youth help train them to handle life's
challenges. When adults are absent or apathetic, they are teaching youth, albeit from a void,
about what they can expect from the world. God's ideal for reaching troubled youth includes
active involvement, loving presence, and godly wisdom] as they grow up in a dark world and
learn to navigate that world. God calls us to train up our youth after the patterns of our Heavenly
Father; wlth the hopes that they would share in God's holiness (Heb. 12:9-11). This is true

"training for life."

UN DERSTAN DIN G
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic
I

I ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ PROVERBS 22.6.
This proverb is often taken as a promise, but do you know of any examples of a child
departing from God's way when he or she grew up?
How, then, should we understand this proverb?

What would you emphasize in training a child about the way he or she should go?
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Proverbs, as wisdom sayings, are general rules about the way God has created the world to

operate. ln this sense, teaching a child about God's way will often result in a child following
God's will. But that is not always the case. We should not hold this proverb as a promise with

which to berate others, or to heap guilt upon ourselves. Rather, we should be encouraged to train
our children for the purpose of holiness because this way of life matches up with the way God

wants His people to live. The child who is wise will learn these lessons and walk in them to the
glory of God the Creator.
ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ PROVERBS 23:13-18
What overarching principle do you find in verses 13-14? How might some people

misconstrue these verses? What damage could come from applying Proverbs 23:1314 without applying Proverbs 22:6?

What qualities should a father or mother desire to see in their child?
How can parents work on developing these qualities within themselves?
Notice that this father's joy in his child comes from the child being wise, which would mean

choosing to live in this world according to the will of God. Fufthermore, the father hopes his son

will speak truth and be content in the fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord is contrasted with
envying sinners. The hope of a parent is to see a child desire what the Lord desires, even when
the ill-gotten gains of sinners aretempting and appealing. The reason given forthe blessing of
fearing the Lord is the sure future that comes from aligning oneself with the Creator of the
universe. And if parents would hope to see these qualities in their children, then they should

actively be working on adding and growing these qualities in themselves.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ EPHESIANS 6:1-4
What boundaries for children do you see in these verses?
What boundaries for parents do you see? Why is it important to recognize both sets of
boundaries?
How can living inside these boundaries showcase God's glory to the rest of the world?
ln the end, the greatest way children learn about the nature

of God is through their parents. When
children are willing to obediently follow their parents and parents are committed to raising their
children in a godly way, just as God parents us, then the rest of the world gets to see what a
relationship with God looks like.
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APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What are some ways you can grow in your walk with God in order to give troubled

youth a role model in the faith?
How can you work to instill God's wisdom in the lives of youth who do not have such

role models in their lives?
How is your view of God our Father impacted by the wisdom given in Proverbs and
Ephesians 6?

PRAYER
Father, by Your Holy Spirit in our lives, please turn the hearts of f athers to their children and the

hearts of children to their fathers (Mal. a:6). Help us all-fathers, mothers, children-to grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, to walk in His ways, that we might honor You
as You rightly deserve. Amen.

COMMENTARY
I nnovrn BS 22:6
Discipline for Children (22:6).22:6 This verse is popularly debated on two fronts. Some take v.
6a to mean, "Train a child in accordance with his nature," meaning that the teacher must take

into account the idiosyncrasies of the child and customize the method of training accordingly.
Others, including the NIV take it to mean simply that one should train a child in the way he
should go. A better interpretation is, loosely rendered, "Train a child in a manner befrtting a child."
ln other words, one should train a child using vocabulary, concepts, and illustrations a child can

understand. lt does not mean that instruction should be tailor-made for each individual child
(however valid that concept may be) but that one should begin instructing a child in elementary

principles of right and wrong as soon as possible.
Another contention is whether "and when he is old" implies he will come back to the right way in
later years after a period of straying or whether it simply means that he will faithfully persevere
in the right way. "Old" here does not mean after he is "elderly," however;the point, after v. 6a, is

that he will build on the fundamental principles as he grows up and persevere in the right way.
The whole could betranslated, "Train a child in a manner befttting a child, and even as he grows
old he will not turn from it."
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PROVERBS 23:13-18

23:13-14 Corporal punishment, properly applied, will actually save a youth from death. He will as
a rule escape physical death by avoiding dangerous situations and escape spiritual death
(symbolized by Sheol) by learning to fear God (19:18). But corporal punishment must be
administered out of love, not dominance (Hs 1 1 :4; Col 3:21; Heb 12.9).

23:15-16 The joy of giving one's parents orteachers a sense of pride and satisfaction should
serve as a motivation to pursue the right path.
23:17-18 What parents fear most is that their teaching will be undermined by the child's peers or
by adults who are bad role models. lt probably is best to translate v. 18 as, "For if you maintain
[the fear of Yahweh], you will have a future,/and your hope will not be cut off."
I

I

EPHESIANS 6:1-4

6:1. lnstructions for children follows Paul's instructions for marriage. Homes are the building

blocks for every society. Children growing up in a Christian home need to learn to be obedient to
their parents, just like all other kids need to learn this. The verb "obey" is stronger than the verb
"submit," which Paul had used to speak of the response of a wife to her husband's love (5:22).
Although the apostle no doubt thought of a child's obedience as absolute, he laid a foundation
for obedience in the phrase "this is right." lt's simply the right thing for the survival of humanity

for children to learn to do as they are told.
6:2-3. Not only is children's obedience proper, it is stated in the Ten Commandments to be God's
law. The Fifth Commandment uses the verb "honor" (Ex. 20.12) in regard to parents. "Honor"

includes respect and admiration, which all children are to continue giving to their parents as long
as they

live-long after they have moved out from their parents' home and have become

independent.

6:4.|f children are to honor their parents, then parents have a reciprocal responsibility. ln effect,
parents are to be submissive to the needs of their children. Though addressed specifìcally to
fathers, this verse has application for all parents, both mothers and fathers. The verb "stir up
anger" can also be translated "exasperate" or "provoke to anger." lt refers to discipline so harsh
that it evokes bitterness and resentment. lt may even encourage disobedience. No parents ever
have a "right" to taunt or be unreasonable with children. Growing up in a Christian home is to be
a positive, encouraging experience for both parents and children.
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.

11/28/2021

MAIN POINT
The healing embrace of the Father awaits every wanderer who comes home.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

When was a time you rebelled against authority? Why were you trying to escape that

particular influence?
Has resistance to control affected your relationship with God or the local church
body? lf so, explain.
Most of us, if we were being honest, would admit that we want to have control of our own lives.
The trouble with authority, then, is that it threatens our control. Control is a problem for many

wanderers, because when a person is bent on control, he or she can't submit himself/herself to
God. ln fact, those bent on control have actually made freedom an idol in their hearts. For the

willful wanderer to come home, he or she must let go of pride, drop illusions about freedom, and
admit their wrongdoing.

UN DERSTAN DI N G
HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 15:11-13
Do you know anyone in your

life like the prodigalson in today's passage? How would

you describe this person?
What have been the consequences of their wandering?
What reasons might have motivated the prodigal son to leave home? What might he
have been running from?
The willful wanderer is the person who has great diffìculty yielding under someone elses
authority, even when that someone else is God. The willful wanderer says to himself or herself,
"This is my life. I can do what I want, when I want, how I want." We see a certain kind of
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obstinance in the actions of the prodigal son that is common among willful wanderers, a level of
impetuousness and bullheadedness that arises from a lack of faith, humility, and self-control.
Ultimately, willful wanderers simply don't believe that God's rules are best for them.
How do you tend to respond when people who know about the Lord willfully rebel and
run from Him and His Church?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 15.14-21
What were the circumstances that brought the prodigal son to his senses?

Take a moment and describe spiritual poverty and material poverty. How might both
forms of poverty be used to bring a willfulwanderer back to God?
Have you ever experienced either of these forms of poverty? Explain.

ln what ways does the father's response to his son's return reflect the character of
God?
ln order for the willf ul wanderer to turn and come home, he must experience brokenness.
Whether the wanderer experiences material, spiritual, or emotional poverty, he or she must come

to a breaking point that finally leads to repentance. They have to be desperate enough to turn
away from sin and turn toward God.
What can we learn from the son's words in verse 21? What would this attitude look

like in our own relationship with God?
HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 15.22-24.

lf you've ever wandered from God, what kind of reception did you receive (both from
Him and the local church body) when you came back to Him?
How can we demonstrate this level of grace and compassion to wanderers who are

coming home? How about those wanderers who have yet to come home?
The parable of the prodigal son is a painful story, but it ultimately ends happily. Many of us are
enduring the painful paft of the story of a willful wanderer in our own lives, but we must hold

onto hope that a healing embrace awaits our willf ul wanderer should he or she choose to return
ln the meantime, let us remain vigilant in taking every opportunity to show wanderers that when
they return, they will be wrapped in the arms of the Father and loved no matter where they've
been or what they've done.
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APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives

What are some ways we can actively embrace returned wanderers?
How can we demonstrate forgiveness to a willfulwanderer who has returned?

ln what ways can we help a willful wanderer look forward to the future?

PRAYER
Thank God for welcoming you home, despite the sins of your past. Ask Him to use you to help
welcome other wanderers home. Pray that those in your life who are wandering will one day
experience the loving embrace of their Father.

COMMENTARY
I r-uxr 1s.11-24
15:11-12 Although this well-known parable (vv. 11-32) is usually called the parable of the

prodigal son, the other son and the father are also important characters. lt was unusual, but not
unheard of, for a father to settle his estate before his death. Since the older son got a double
portion of his father's estate, the younger son's share ( share... I have coming to me) would have
been one-third of the estate.

15:13-15 The younger son had no intention of returning to his family. lt is impossible to know
whether his foolish living included "prostitutes" (v. 30), or if that was just an angry accusation
made by the older brother. The irony of the penniless younger son's new job was that pigs were
unclean animals to Jews (Lv 11:7). He was at rock bottom in his new life.
15:17-19 lt took extreme poverty and hunger to prompt the younger son to come to his senses
and realize that, in spite of all he had done, the correct course of action was to return and
become one of his father's hired hands. To do so, however it would be necessary to confess that
he had sinned greatly and was not worthy to be called his son. This is a vivid picture of a person

"hitting bottom" and frnally realizing the magnitude of his sin.
15:20-23 That the father saw his son coming from a long way off indicates that he habitually

looked for his return. Perhaps the normal parental reaction to the younger son's return would be
anger or at least deep disappointment, but this father's response displayed: (1) compassion, (2)
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love ( threw his arms around his neck and kissed him), (3) celebration (a feast), and

( ) joyful

restoration of status for his son (a robe of distinction, signet ring of family authority, sandals
worn by a son, in contrast to barefoot slaves).
15:24 This is the point at which the parable ties in to the two previous stories about God's joy in

saving the lost. The father's celebratory attitude depicts the way in which God the Father receives
repentant sinners. This contrasts with the contempt the Pharisees and scribes displayed for
sinners who came to Jesus (v. 2).
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